
IRAKLI TSULAIA, A JOURNALIST, HAS BEEN CHARGED WITH FAILING TO COMPLY WITH THE LAWFUL 
DIRECTIVES OF A POLICE OFFICER.
MR. MR. TSULAIA WAS ARRESTED ON NOVEMBER 29, 2024, IN FRONT OF THE KASHUETI CHURCH WHILE 
PARTICIPATING IN A PROTEST AGAINST THE RULING PARTY’S ALLEGED ANTI-WESTERN POLICIES 
AND DISPUTED ELECTORAL PRACTICES. IT IS NOTEWORTHY THAT MR. TSULAIA HAD ARRIVED AT 
THE RALLY MERE MINUTES PRIOR TO HIS ARREST. AFTER PARKING HIS CAR, HE PROCEEDED FROM A 
PARALLEL STREET NEAR KASHUETI ONTO RUSTAVELI AVENUE, AT WHICH POINT APPROXIMATELY 
TEN MEMBERS OF THE SPECIAL FORCES UNIT CONFRONTED HIM. HE WAS SUBJECTED TO PHYSICAL 
ASSAULT BEFORE BEING TAKEN INTO CUSTODY.

IRAKLI IRAKLI TSULAIA WAS SUBJECTED TO SEVERE PHYSICAL ASSAULT BY RIOT POLICE BEFORE, DURING, 
AND AFTER HIS ARREST, RESULTING IN MULTIPLE INJURIES TO HIS FACE AND BODY. THE OFFICERS 
STRUCK HIM REPEATEDLY ON HIS ARMS AND LEGS, CAUSING HIM TO COLLAPSE TO THE GROUND. 
DESPITE THIS, THE PHYSICAL ABUSE CONTINUED EVEN AFTER HE HAD FALLEN.
WHILE MR. WHILE MR. TSULAIA WAS BEING BRUTALLY ASSAULTED, HIS BROTHER, LEVAN TSULAIA, WHO 
WITNESSED THE INCIDENT, PLEADED WITH THE RIOT POLICE TO CEASE THEIR VIOLENT ACTIONS. 
REGRETTABLY, LEVAN TSULAIA WAS ALSO SUBJECTED TO PHYSICAL ABUSE BY THE OFFICERS AND 
SUBSEQUENTLY TAKEN INTO CUSTODY.

"I WAS DETAINED IN THE AREA BETWEEN THE BLUE GALLERY AND THE SCHOOL NUMBER 
ONE. A GROUP OF SPECIAL FORCES OFFICERS WAS STATIONED THERE. I STOOD BEFORE 
THEM AND SAID, ‘THIS IS MY SCHOOL. THE RUSSIANS BURNED IT DOWN BY THE HANDS OF 
GEORGIANS, AND NOW YOU ARE AIDING IN DOING THE SAME TO THE GEORGIAN PEOPLE. 

PLEASE, DO NOT LET THIS HAPPEN.’
IMMEDIIMMEDIATELY AFTER MAKING THIS STATEMENT, I WAS DETAINED. APPROXIMATELY TEN 

MEMBERS OF THE SPECIAL FORCES ASSAULTED ME, AND THEN MY BROTHER AS WELL. THEY 
PLACED US IN A BUS AND CONTINUED TO BEAT US THERE. THEY STRUCK OUR HANDS, FEET, 

FACES, AND BODIES," RECOUNTED IRAKLI TSULAIA.
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IT IS NOTEWORTHY THAT, IN ADDITION TO THE PHYSICAL ASSAULT, THE POLICE OFFICERS 
CONFISCATED IRAKLI TSULAIA’S PERSONAL BELONGINGS, INCLUDING HIS SMARTPHONE AND 
WALLET, WHICH CONTAINED ALL OF HIS IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENTS.

IRAKLI TSULAIA DID NOT RESIST THE POLICE, AND THE ENTIRE INCIDENT WAS RECORDED BY 
NEARBY VIDEO CAMERAS. 
HE WAS INITIALLY DETAINED BY SPECIAL FORCES OFFICERS, WHO SUBSEQUENTLY TRANSFERRED 
HIM TO PATROL POLICE OFFICERS. THE LATTER TRANSPORTED HIM TO THE DETENTION CENTER.

FFOLLOWING HIS TRANSFER TO THE PATROL POLICE, IRAKLI TSULAIA WAS PLACED IN A TEMPORARY 
DETENTION CENTER, WHERE HE REMAINED FOR 48 HOURS. DURING THIS TIME HE SUFFERED 
NUMEROUS INJURIES TO HIS FACE AND BODY. IN ADDITION TO THESE PHYSICAL INJURIES, IRAKLI 
HAS A PRE-EXISTING HEART CONDITION. DESPITE HIS URGENT REQUEST TO BE TAKEN TO A 
HOSPITAL, NO RESPONSE WAS PROVIDED. HIS DETERIORATING CONDITION NECESSITATED 
IMMEDIATE MEDICAL ATTENTION DUE TO THE INHUMAN TREATMENT HE ENDURED. UPON HIS 
RELEASE FROM THE DETENTION CENTER, HE INDEPENDENTLY SOUGHT MEDICAL CARE AT A 
HOSPIHOSPITAL.

FIVE DAYS AFTER HIS DETENTION, WHEN IRAKLI TSULAIA APPEARED IN COURT, HE STILL BORE 
VISIBLE INJURIES INFLICTED BY THE SPECIAL FORCES. HIS CASE WAS ADJUDICATED IN THE CITY 
COURT BY JUDGE ZVIAD TSEKVAVA. THE COURT FOUND IRAKLI TSULAIA GUILTY OF THE CHARGES 
BROUGHT AGAINST HIM AND IMPOSED A FINE OF 3,000 GEL.

THE THE COURT'S DECISION WAS BASED SOLELY ON THE FALSE TESTIMONY OF TWO POLICE OFFICERS. 
HOWEVER, VIDEO EVIDENCE DEMONSTRATES THAT THE OFFICERS IN QUESTION WERE NOT 
PRESENT AT THE SCENE OF THE ARREST. INSTEAD, THE FOOTAGE CLEARLY SHOWS THAT IRAKLI 
TSULAIA WAS DETAINED AND ABUSED BY MASKED SPECIAL FORCES OFFICERS. DESPITE THIS, THE 
JUDGE REFUSED TO PERMIT IRAKLI'S LAWYER TO PRESENT THE VIDEO EVIDENCE OR ANY OTHER 
SUPPORTING MATERIAL IN HIS DEFENSE.

IRAKLI SHARED THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON SOCIAL MEDIA ON DECEMBER 1:
"MY BROTHER AND I SPENT 48 HOURS IN A TEMPORARY ISOLATION ROOM. THEY DID NOT 
TAKE ME TO THE HOSPITAL. TODAY, I WAITED IN COURT ALL DAY FOR A HEARING, BUT IT 
WAS POSTPONED UNTIL 3 A.M., IT SEEMS THEY INTEND TO AMEND THE CHARGES AND 
APPLY A MORE SEVERE ARTICLE.  THE HEARING WOULD BE HELD ON TUESDAY.” 
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AFTER THE CHARGES WERE FILED IN COURT, IRAKLI TSULAIA ALSO SUBMITTED FORMAL APPEALS 
TO THE SPECIAL INVESTIGATION SERVICE AND THE PUBLIC DEFENDER'S OFFICE. 

THE SPECIAL INVESTIGATION SERVICE HAS COMMENCED AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE INCIDENT 
PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 333, PART 3, SUBPARAGRAPH "B" OF THE CRIMINAL CODE OF GEORGIA, 
WHICH ADDRESSES THE ABUSE OF OFFICIAL AUTHORITY COMMITTED WITH VIOLENCE. 
ADDITIONALLY, IT HAS BEEN RECOMMENDED THAT THE CONDUCT OF THE POLICE OFFICERS 
INVOLVED BE ASSESSED UNDER THE PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO TORTURE, AS WELL AS 
DEGRADING OR INHUMAN TREATMENT.

NNOTWITHSTANDING THE FACT THAT IRAKLI TSULAIA HAS BEEN INTERROGATED BY THE SPECIAL 
INVESTIGATION SERVICE AND THAT SUBSTANTIAL EVIDENCE OF VIOLENCE EXISTS WITHIN THE CASE 
FILE, THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ALLEGED MISCONDUCT HAVE 
NEITHER BEEN IDENTIFIED NOR SUBJECTED TO DISCIPLINARY OR LEGAL MEASURES. 
FURTHERMORE, THE SPECIAL INVESTIGATION SERVICE HAS, TO DATE, REFRAINED FROM GRANTING 
IRAKLI TSULAIA THE PROCEDURAL STATUS OF A VICTIM.

"WE DO NOT KNOW WHO THESE INDIVIDUALS ARE; THEY CANNOT BE IDENTIFIED. I HAVE 
ALSO PROVIDED TESTIMONY TO THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PUBLIC DEFENDER'S OFFICE, 
AND TODAY I PLAN TO VISIT THE SPECIAL INVESTIGATION SERVICE. HOWEVER, I HOLD NO 
HOPE FOR A FAIR OUTCOME, AS BOTH INSTITUTIONS ARE UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE 
AUTHORITIES. IN THIS COUNTRY, WHEN THE SYSTEM IS COMPROMISED, THERE IS NO 

AUTHORITY OR INSTITUTION WHERE JUSTICE CAN TRULY BE SOUGHT," STATED THE VICTIM.

“THE MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS SUBMITTED VIDEO FOOTAGE THAT DID NOT EVEN 
DEPICT MY CLIENT. IT CONSISTED SOLELY OF GENERAL SCENES, WHICH THE COURT 

ADMITTED INTO EVIDENCE. HOWEVER, THE COURT REFUSED TO ALLOW THE VIDEO FOOTAGE 
I SUBMITTED, WHICH ACCURATELY CAPTURED THE EVENTS AT THE EXACT TIME OF MY 
CLIENT’S ARREST. THE COURT SHOWED NO INTEREST IN REVIEWING THIS CRITICAL 
EVIDENCE. THE FOOTAGE PRESENTED BY THE MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS WAS 
RECORDED AT 12:00, WHEREAS MY CLIENT WAS ARRESTED AT 03:15. NUMEROUS 

SIGNIFICANT EVENSIGNIFICANT EVENTS OCCURRED DURING THE INTERVENING HOURS. THIS SELECTIVE 
ADMISSION OF EVIDENCE CONSTITUTES A VIOLATION OF THE PRINCIPLES OF EQUALITY AND 
ADVERSARIAL PROCEEDINGS, CLEARLY DEMONSTRATING THE JUDGE’S BIAS,” STATED 

IRAKLI’S HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER, GIORGI TABATADZE.
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