Sustainable Inter-Korean Reconciliation and Cooperation
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27 November 2019 14:00-17:30

Korea Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Seoul (Conference Hall A)

Konrad Adenauer Foundation Korea, Hanns Seidel Foundation Korea,
Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom Korea
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INVITATION

After years and years of growing friction on the Korean Peninsula, the
participation of the DPRK in the Winter Olympics 2018, the summitry
between Seoul, Pyongyang, Washington and Beijing as well as the
agreements between North and South Korea have increased the hopes for a
permanent relaxation of the situation. However, these hopes have decreased
again over the course of the last few months — the denuclearization almost
seems unreachable.

In times like these, the German political foundations in South Korea
remember the time of Germany’s division and how it was overcome. During
that period, there were also times of rapprochement as well as times, where
the relations experienced a slump. Based on the fundamental consensus
that reunification would not be possible without peace and the preservation
of freedom concerning democracy and economy, it was tried to improve
the relations with East Germany in the 1970s by actively supporting
rapprochement. Even though there were a lot of setbacks, the relationship
improved over time and it can be stated that this contributed to the success
of unification without lessening the importance of the peaceful revolution of
Eastern Germany'’s citizens.

The German foundations in South Korea want to honor this anniversary
through an event that shows the work of the German foundations as an
example of how cooperation and rapprochement with North Korea might be
possible in the future.

We kindly invite you to join our event!
Mr. Stefan Samse

Representative, Konrad Adenauer Foundation

Dr. Bernhard Seliger
Representative, Hanns Seidel Foundation

Dr. Christian Taaks
Representative, Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom
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PROGRAMME

14:00 - 14:30 Registration

Opening Ceremony

Moderator : Dr. Hye Kyung Lee (Associate Researcher, Konrad Adenauer Foundation)

Welcoming Remarks
14:30 - 14:40 Mr. Ho Suh (Vice Minister of Unification)

14:40 - 14:50 Mr. Sang Min Lee (President of Korean-German Parliamentarians' Friendship Association)

14:50 - 15:00 Introductory Remarks
' ’ Mr. Stephan Auer (Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to the Republic of Korea)

15:00-15:10 Group photo and preparing Session |

Session I. The German Political Foundations and their work in the DPRK

Moderator: Dr. Isabelle Harbrecht (Head, East and Central Asia Department, Hanns Seidel Foundation)

1510 - 1595 Presentation 1: Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom

’ ’ Dr. Christian Taaks (Representative of Friedrich Naumann Foundation Korea)

Presentation 2 : Hanns Seidel Foundation
15:25-15:40 . . . .
Dr. Bernhard Seliger (Representative of Hanns Seidel Foundation Korea)

1540 - 15:55 Presentation 3 : Konrad Adenauer Foundation

' ’ Mr. Stefan Samse (Representative of Konrad Adenauer Foundation Korea)
15:55-16:10 Break

Session Il. Discussion : Cooperation with the DPRK and the role of German Political Foundations
Moderator: Amb. Ho Young Ahn (President of University of North Korean Studies)

16:10-17:20 Discussion : Moderator + representatives

17:20-17:30 Wrap up and closing remarks

% Simultaneous interpretation in English and Korean will be provided.
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